A Guide to Purchasing
Sustainable Foodware

Making good choices when purchasing foodware products can be quite complicated.
There are a lot of different foodware products out there: molded fiber, plastic,
compostable "look-alike" plastic, bamboo, paper, and more. There are also some
changing rules regarding what can and can't be recycled or composted. One of those
recent rule changes:

stream.

We understand that this change has particularly impacted businesses that chose
compostable products to improve sustainability and reduce waste. We hope this guide
offers valuable information and guidance for selecting sustainable foodware options.

Can be recycled if
clean and free of

food r

How clean do
recyclables have to be?

. Empty out contents
. Rinse or wipe out
most food residue

Compostable
foodware is no longer
accepted at CSWD's
compost

Not compostable or
recyclable since most
have a plastic coating

Avoid

Compostable foodware
Non-recyclables (#6 and #7)
Cardboard foodware Plastic #6 and

Black plastic is not #7 are not

B|aCk p|aStIC s EERIn Y recyclable

If you opt to use these items, please direct customers to put them in the trash.

Types of Foodware
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Cons:

« Not compostable or
recyclable in VT (has plastic
or chemical coating)

» Must be thrown in trash

« Confusing disposal for
customers

Cons:
« High initial cost
e Must be used 10-20 times
to outweigh
environmental impact of
single-use container

Types of Utensils

PROS, CONS, AND PROPER DISPOSAL
\h BEST

CHOICE

Cons: Cons:

« Limited use & « Limited use &
functionality functionality
compared to compared to
standard utensils standard utensils
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Cons: Cons:
« High initial cost « Must be thrown in
« Must be used 10-20 trash
times to outweigh « Petroleum-based
environmental impact
of single-use container

Cons: Cons:

« Not compostable in VT
« Must be thrown in trash
« Confusing disposal for

customers

« Not compostable in VT

« Must be thrown in trash

« Often contain synthetic
bindings and chemicals
for structure and water-
resistance

« Confusing disposal

Thank you from CSWD

Chittenden Solid Waste District
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