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In addition to the links provided, find more details about glass recycling at www.cswd.net/glass. 
 
Q: What happens to glass bottles and jars that go to a single-stream recycling facility? 
A: Recycling facilities are known as Materials Recovery Facilities and are called MRFs--pronounced 
“murfs”—for short. Most MRFs across the U.S. now accept recyclable materials—glass, metal and 
plastic bottles, tubs and jugs, paper, and cardboard--all mingled together in one bin and are called 
“single-stream” MRFs. Bottles and jars recycled through a single-stream MRF typically can’t be turned 
into new bottles and jars because of the mixed colors and the small size of the glass pieces.  
 
As shown in our 2015 MRF video, glass that goes through the CSWD MRF is broken and then is put 
through special machinery that filters out the non-glass contaminants and pulverizes it into fine 
particles that look very much like sand. This material is known as Processed Glass Aggregate (PGA). 
The CSWD MRF produces PGA year-round, but when the weather is wet and between roughly 10oF and 
40oF, our special glass processing machinery clogs with what we call “the snow-cone effect,” greatly 
reducing our PGA output. When this happens, we send the partially processed glass to 2M Ressources 
in Quebec or Patriot Recycling in Raynham, MA for further processing and marketing.  
 
Q. Where is glass going now? 
A. The PGA produced at the CSWD MRF goes to the Whitcomb quarry in Colchester to be mixed with 
natural aggregate and marketed for typical aggregate applications. 
  
Q: How is PGA used? Is it considered recycling? 
A: Processed Glass Aggregate can be used just like crushed stone or sand. As this Northeast Resource 
Recovery Association map shows, this is how glass is recycled all over New England and even the 
United States. 
 
Q: How much glass does CSWD process for recycling each year? 
A: Between 6,000 and 7,000 tons per year. This is about 15%, by weight, of all the material processed 
at the CSWD MRF annually. 
 
Q: How much money does CSWD make from the glass you recycle? 
A: CSWD has never earned any revenue for glass. We currently pay $4.55/ton to have PGA trucked to 
Whitcomb’s quarry for blending with sand. In 2019 we paid $20/ton to send partially processed glass 
to 2M Ressources and roughly $115/ton to have it processed at Patriot Recycling Corp.  Those costs 
vary depending on freight rates and the tip fees at those facilities. 

http://www.cswd.net/glass
https://youtu.be/NYux4-KIY1o
https://www.nrrarecycles.org/glass-recycling-story-map
https://www.nrrarecycles.org/glass-recycling-story-map


 

 
Q. Why does CSWD charge a “tip fee” for private hauling companies and other Districts to bring 
recyclables to the MRF? 
The tip fee is the per-ton fee MRFs charge hauling companies who choose to bring recyclables to that 
facility for sorting and marketing. The tip fee at CSWD’s MRF is currently $80/ton and is set at a rate 
that covers the gap between the cost of maintaining and operating the facility and the revenue we 
earn from the sale of recyclables. We have charged no tip fee or even paid haulers to bring us their 
recyclables when markets for recycled materials were strong. 
 
Q: What happens to the bottles collected at redemption centers and grocery stores? 
A: Bottle Bill glass goes to facilities where it may be turned into new bottles or could become the raw 
material for fiberglass insulation or aggregate used in concrete, abrasives, and filtration applications. 
 
Q: Who is required to use the CSWD recycling facility (MRF)?  
A: No one is required to deliver recyclables to our MRF. Businesses that provide recycling pickup 
services (haulers), companies that generate large amounts of recyclables, and other Districts and 
municipal entities in Vermont can all send their recyclables to any location for recycling. Some 
Vermont waste Districts and towns send their recyclables, including glass, out of state.  
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https://cswd.net/chittenden-county-solid-waste-facilities/materials-recovery-facility/#funding

